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political reason spoke against this. I received the following
authoritative answer: * We do think that Hitler will one
day wish to get back the Corridor, but having regard to
present circumstances and the present political tension,
we have no alternative but to accept this offer from
Germany. We know that it is Hitler's aim to achieve
successes with his foreign policy in order to bolster up the
weakness of his internal policy, but we have been given
a ten years' armistice, and maybe it will be kept for five.
That time suffices for us to develop our resources and
co-ordinate our defences. But do not forget that economic-
ally we are still closely bound up with Germany, while
the French, loan is a hard nut to crack.' There was some
discord with France, and Franco-British relations were
very different from what they are now.

Louis Barthou, the angel of peace had, however, a very
high opinion of Czechoslovakia and by no means under*
estimated the importance of the relations of the Republic
with Soviet Russia. The Poles were annoyed that attempts
should have been made to settle the fate of Europe without
their being consulted for actually the problems of the
East cannot even be considered without taking Pqfcnd into
consideration. Barthou found little response in Warsaw;
the 'axis' between Warsaw and Prague was difficult
to bring into being. Still, even in those times of hard
nervous strain, Benes remained optimistic in his political
outlook. With the Munich pact, the political West sur-
rendered its bastilles in the East and at the same time it
threw away a flank formation, which could to-day have
been used with great effect against Germany.